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The CDP and its Secretariat

Subsidiary expert body of ECOSOC:
— 24 members (personal capacity)

— economic, social and environmental fields; geographic and gender
balance

Functions:
— Provides policy advice on emerging issues

— Contributes to multilateral deliberations: MDGS, IPOA, SDGS <)
— Conducts the triennial review of LDCs <

The Secretariat:
— UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

—— — Substantive support < >
— Manages CDP programme; Interface: UN delegations, UN system
— Maintains CDP website

S @ capacity building projects >




www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp
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The least developed country category

* Concern about countries consistently lagging behind

e Special measures for catching up with other
developing countries

e Category created in 1971, set of indicators
* LDCS:

* Currently defined: Low-income countries suffering from
structural handicaps to sustainable development

— ldentified by the CDP - Economic and Social Council -
General Assembly - adds/removes country to the list

e Since 1991 triennial reviews



LDC status—> Access to Special
International Support Measures (ISMs)

LDC-SPECIFIC
INTERNATIONAL
SUPPORT MEASURES

Special &
Differential
Treatment
provisions in
WTO

Bilateral &
Multilateral

Contributions
to UN budget &

travel

e
e
e

Preferential
market access

Other

Quantity
(targets)

Quality
(grants &
untied aid)

Funds

- ISMs also facilitate SDG implementation




International Support Measures
(ISMs) at work

P.

H1
P. N
#2
OSmooth
P. v OGraduation WAL

#1 O Utilization
< 7 Access

=>» 4 countries graduated, 3 in the pipeline
v Heightened graduation concerns
v’ Limited use

Information

WHY?
e Lack of awareness
e Additional support needed







Project # 1

S

What for? Greater use; better preparation for transition from the category

What? Consolidated catalogue of existing ISMs:

How? Surveys: bilateral and multilateral donors, trading partners and LDCs
Who? CDP-DESA with OECD, WTO and UN system
Greatest challenge? WTO special differential treatment
Solution? Hands-on training workshops:
— Learning by doing:

* Pilot cases and first drafts: testing and improving the surveys
* Staggered implementation: 2 groups of LDCs: English and French speaking

— Learning from each other:
* Peer review

* Group and open discussions
— Resource persons and experts
— Reaching out: WTO and EiF
— Delivering as one: UNCTAD, ITC, UNDP
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Project # 1: Lessons and Findings

Wealth of information: ISMs and their use - feeding back to normative
and analytical work; triggered action at country level

Helped building up partnerships
Hands-on, needs-targeted workshops are effective: avoid lectures
Use, nature, maintenance and sustainability as challenges

@ From suppliers’ side: ISMs to be strengthened
* design flaws
e gaps in delivery
* “neutralizers”
* lack of coherence in international policy making
 under funded; disconnected to goals

@L} From recipients’ side: ISM use requires capacity
— Productive

@tional >

— Effort, greater ownership




Institutional constraints to ISMs
access and utilization

Lack of information sharing
among stakeholders (country
level: trade-related ministries,
exporters, producers,
standardization bodies, private
sector)

Communication and coordination
failures (internal and external)

Inappropriate institutional
arrangements in and among
government agencies

Deficiencies related to human
resources
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Project #2

Objective: increase capacity in LDCs

— to set priorities in accessing and effectively using the trade-related
ISMs

— tackle institutional constraints in accessing and sharing information on
trade-related ISMs

Who? CDP-DESA initially, partnerships created
How?

Bottom-up: identification of country-specific priorities and
challenges

Building up: pilot countries participated in Project # |
Staggered: sharing country experiences, fine tuning
Avoiding duplication: delivering as one

New: private sector participation




Project implementation

Two phases: * Country context: identify

1. Diagnosis and validation: priority exports & validation

field studies and

Matching ISMs with exports

background research to (SWOT + interviews)
detect institutional * Prioritizing: surveys; CBA;
constraints selection Exports-ISMs

2. Intervention: combinations & validation

identification and Plan removal of institutional
implementation of constraints
measures to address

Strengthen institutional

constraints capacit
Pilot countries: *(Increased access/use ISMs
* Uganda, the Gambia,

Lesotho and Nepal



Project implementation




Common finding: communication gaps between
public and private sector in SPS and TBT area

* Regulations that define product requirements by
Importing countries

— Sanitary and phytosanitary requirements: food safety,
animal and plant life or health

— Technical barriers to trade: standards and regulations:
to ensure product quality and safety; prevention
deceptive practices; protect health and environment

* Lack of knowledge and compliance acts as
barriers to trade
— National information flows are fragmented

— Existing notification mechanisms not reaching
stakeholders



Example: SPS Agreement

F Article 9: to facilitate ‘L WTO
] provision of assistance | i Member A
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Requests
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Problem: Solution:

e Lack of knowledge of and * Electronic notification
compliance with SPS and system:Chew tOOD
TBT requirements — Facilitate dissemination

of SPS and TBT
notifications from WTO
to stakeholders in LDCs

— Increase awareness and
understanding of SPS
and TBT measures
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Moving forward...

CDP Secretariat



Sustainability: tripartite co-operation




Lessons and findings project #2

Consultation and bottom-up approach matter
Evolving approach and flexibility are important
Tangible outputs: lasting and multiplier impacts
Rely on existing expertise: developing countries too!!!!
Forging cooperation and partnerships: requires effort and energy but extremely
rewarding and effective:
— Open communication channels: inform and update
— Donor coordination needs more coordination: duplication

Beyond LDCs: Australia, the Philippines, others— Virtuous cycle: testing, training
and manuals

— Leadership does not mean micromanaging: incubator of ideas, delegate!

Look for synergies
— multilateral level: Canadian initiative
* Eping is now a component in WTO’s TBT training
— country level: SIDA and US-AID
Sustainability:
— Hook to existing processes can help
— Partners (WTO, ITC); updating content, training
— Training and dissemination at the country level: private sector involvement

CDP Secretariat



Additional information

www.un.org/ldcportal

www.epingalert.org
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